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Since first making his appearance in Face of a Stranger (1990), William Monk has
continued to hunt for the memory that vanished following a nearly fatal accident. By
now, much of his background has fallen into place, but he still yearns for proof that he
s become a better man. His new job, superintendent of the Thames River Police, brings
fresh opportunity. On a routine river patrol, Monk and his men watch in horror as a
man and a woman plunge off a bridge to their deaths. Was it an accident? Urged on by
his beloved wife, Hester, Monk investigates, and discovers that the woman had a
mission that made suicide unlikely; she was in the midst of proving that her father s
recent death was murder. To close one case, Monk must solve the other, and his
pursuit of the truth leads him into the dark, stinking world beneath the streets of
Victorian London. A shaky premise notwithstanding, this fifteenth episode once again
demonstrates Perry s artful mastery of the period details and social concerns of the
times, and series fans will appreciate the fact that Monk s genuinely appealing
combination of uncertainty and determination
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