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For nearly fifty years, Sala Kirschner kept a secret: she had spent five years in seven
Nazi work camps. It was not until 1991 that she showed her daughter a priceless
collection of more than 350 letters and a diary that revealed the astonishing story of
her survival in Hitler's Germany. After volunteering to take her older sister's place for
what she thought was a six-week stay in one of the first Nazi work camps in 1940, Ann
Kirschner's mother left her parents and a large extended family of siblings, nieces,
nephews, and in-laws, to take a train away from the Polish city that had been her entire
world. Little did she know that the six weeks would stretch into five years of slavery.
She survived thanks to extraordinary luck, and help, and by the war's end only she and
two sisters remained alive. Sala Kirschner's odyssey, documented in precious letters,
photographs, and keepsakes, lay hidden in a cardboard box as she built a new life in
America. Only when faced with heart surgery did she make a gift to her daughter: of
letters, of memories, and of an identity whose rediscovery has challenged and
deepened their relationship in surprising ways. One of the last great survivor narratives,
Sala's Gift is as moving and unforgettable as The Diary of Anne Frank.
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