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As she struggles to navigate polite nineteenth-century society, the feisty Hattie learns
the difficult truth about a family mystery — and discovers her own capacity for
forgiveness and love.

Now that Pa has plunked her down at Grandmother's in Kingston to get a good
education like Ma, Hattie Belle Basket has traded her rough boy's overalls for a blue
checked dress that matches her eyes. But prettying up her rustic Hill Hawk ways is not
so easy, and Hattie is sure she will never be at home in this fancy gingerbread house,
where her prim grandmother and the buzzardlike cook continually remind her she
can't compare with her sweet, beloved late mother. Even her tutor, Horace Bottle,
seems more interested in food than heis in teaching. And now the stuck-up girl next
door is taunting her — with rumors that a sinister fate has befallen Hattie's absent
grandf?ather. Could someone in Grandmother's house be harboring an unspeakable
secret:
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