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Editorial Reviews

From Publishers Weekly

Bancroft Prize-winning historian Worster ( Dust Bowl ) writes with a deep
understanding of nature and its place in human affairs. In these lucid, authoritative
essays, he ranges through American history to explore the people, ideas and economic
developments that have shaped our attitudes and behaviors toward the land. The
ecological crisis, he stresses, is " the crisis of modern culture," brought on by
modernity's materialism. Several pieces address the roles of population growth,
technology and the market economy in the degradation of the environment. Others
exhibit a narrower focus, e.g., how Protestantism helped shape John Muir and other
environmental reformers. Worster's examinations of the myths and realities behind our
interaction with nature provide a needed perspective.
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From Library Journal

This collection of 16 essays concerns the impact on nature of Judeo-Christian belief,
Adam Smith's economic theories, and humankind generally and also offers a historical
perspective on the growth of environmental history. A common theme is Aldo
Leopold's idea of a "land ethic." Worster shares his own awakening of environmental
consciousness, and the essays reflect a diversity of sources and information.
Environmental historians must be able to digest and understand data from science as
well as other academic disciplines. Worster excels at this task; that, and his
forthrightness and willingness to express opinions, make this book a winner.
Recommended for both general readers and specialists in the field.

- Patricia Owens, Wabash Valley Coll. , Mt. Carmel, Ill.
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