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Editorial Reviews

From Library Journal

John Wesley Powell (1834-1902) is best remembered for leading the first expedition
down the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon in 1869. However, he should more
accurately be recalled for directing the survey that mapped the region around the
canyon and for establishing and directing the Bureau of American Ethnology in the
Smithsonian Institution, which put the study of Native Americans on a scientific
footing. Drawing on a large number of archival and published sources, Worster (history,
Univ. of Kansas; Dust Bowl) traces Powell's life from his frontier childhood through his
years in Washington directing both the Bureau and the Geological Survey. The author
delineates the influences that led Powell to the West in the first place and shows how
he fit into the intellectual milieu of the late 19th century. This thorough and detailed
biography is highly recommended for academic and larger public libraries.DStephen
H. Peters, Northern Michigan Univ. Lib., Marquette
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From Booklist

Worster's life-of covers every detail of Powell's peregrinations and writings, fitting them
into the great matters that occupied his life. A fascination with nature inspired Powell's
self-education in geology and archaeology; as a young man, he lost an arm in the
Battle of Shiloh, and following the Civil War, he gained fame as the explorer of the final
unmapped stretches of the Colorado River. Thus wearing the laurels as the
contemporary authority on all things western, including water rights and the regulation
of relations with Native Americans, Powell, boosted by the political patronage of
James Garfield, reached the top of the then-tiny federal bureaucracy of the 1880s, as
chief of both the U.S. Geological Survey and the Smithsonian's Bureau of Ethnology. In
all, an event-crowded and courageous career, yet Powell the personality is much the
fainter element here, through no fault of Worster's, whose subject was disinclined
toward self-reflection. The dangerous adventure of Powell's Colorado River runs of
1869 and 1871-72 carries most of the water here and parlays Worster's opus into a
stalwart position in western historiography. Gilbert Taylor
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