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Penelope Fitzgerald's first novel, THE GOLDEN CHILD, combines a deft comedy of
manners with a classic mystery set in London's most refined institution -- the museum.
When the glittering treasure of ancient Garamantia, the golden child, is delivered to the
museum, a web of intrigue tiéhtens around its personnel, especially the hapless
museum officer Waring Smith. While prowling the halls one night, Waring is nearly
strangled. Two suspicious deaths ensue, and only the cgﬁtic hieroglyphics of the
Garamantes can bring an end to the mayhem. Fitzgerald has an unerrmﬁeye for
' y witty read.

human nature, and this satirical look at the art vvor%d delivers a terrifical
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