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With The Living Reed , Ms. Buck has created a story of Korea in transition to the
modern world through her characters. The sweep of history and the excitement of
great events provide only part of the book's power: The story is of a closely knit family
dedicated to the salvation of their homeland, the preservation of their culture, and a
move into the modern world from the archaic ways of the past. Korea, the golden
pawn in the midst of the past. Korea, the golden pawn in the midst of centuries of
struggle between China, Russia, and Japan, is finally on the brink of becoming
independent. All major public events and characters are authentic--from the
assassination plots early in the book to the landing of American troops at the end. The
Living Reed is compelled by the vivid detail of a remarkable people and culture, the
unveiling of three love stories, and Buck's affinity for her subject.
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