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Avyoung girl learns some difficult lessons in Danzy Senna's debut novel Caucasia.
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Grovvm%up in a biracial family in 1970s Boston, Birdie has seen her family disintegrate
due to the increasing racial tensions. Her father and older sister move to Brazil, where
they hope to find true racial equality, while Birdie and her mother drift through the
country, eventually adopting new identities (Sheila and Jesse Goldman) and settling in
a small New Hampshire town.

Birdie/Jesse tries to find her niche in this new world of eye shadow and gossip and
boys, but she also wants to remain true to herself and find a common ground between
her white and black heritage. She sets out to find her sister and reconnect with that
Fart of her that has been lost for so long; the search takes her far from the settled, safe
ife she had in New Hampshire to a far more ambiguous, and unsettled, existence, one
in which her own definitions of herself become muddled, and her search for her sister
leads ultimately to a search for her own true identity. --This text refers to an out of print
or unavailable edition of this title.

From School Library Journal

YA-The time is the 1970s, the place is Boston, and the story is of a biracial marriage and
the two little gfirls born of it. Cole, the first child, preferred by both parents, is beautifully
black like her father. Birdie, the narrator, is light enough to pass as white. The wife is a
"bleedm% heart liberal" who has involved herself in civil rights causes against the
wishes of herintellectual husband. Finally, the marriage ruptures. A general breakdown
ensues when a gun-running political activity precipitates the need for the famili to
disappear. Cole is taken off to Brazil with her father to begin a new life in a blac
environment more open to people of color. Birdie is caught up in a series of wrenching
deprivals when her mother insists on the need to go underground. There is a change of
location, name, appearance, and in Birdie's case, a change of race; she is to pass as
white. Money shortages, a complete lack of stability, the [oss of a sister almost a twin, a
feeling of displacement, the strains of adjustment, no sense of community or
relationship, and the growin%suspicion that her mother is psychotic make for
disturbing adolescent years. Throughout, Birdie keeps alive her need to connect with
her father and sister, and faces the knowledge that the liability of her sister's blackness
to her mother and her own unwelcome whiteness to her father has brought the family
to this sorry situation. It is her courage, her optimism, and her inherent loyalty that
brings about a satisfying reunion for the sisters.

Frances Reiher, Fairfax County Public Library, VA

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.
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