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The book publishing industry is going through a period of profound and turbulent
change brought about in part by the digital revolution. What is the role of the book in
an age preoccupied with computers and the internet? How has the book publishing
industry been transformed by the economic and technological upheavals of recent
years, and how is it likely to change in the future? This is the first major study of the
book publishing industry in Britain and the United States for more than two decades.
Thompson focuses on academic and higher education publishing and analyses the
evolution of these sectors from 1980 to the present. He shows that each sector is
characterized by its own distinctive ‘logic’ or dynamic of change, and that by
reconstructing this logic we can understand the problems, challenges and
opportunities faced by publishing firms today. He also shows that the digital revolution
has had, and continues to have, a profound impact on the book publishing business,
although the real impact of this revolution has little to do with the ebook scenarios
imagined by many commentators. Books in the Digital Age will become a standard
work on the publishing industry at the beginning of the 21st century. It will be of great
interest to students taking courses in the sociology of culture, media and cultural
studies, and publishing. It will also be of great value to professionals in the publishing
industry, educators and policy makers, and to anyone interested in books and their
future.
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书评

《数字化时代的书：英美学术变革与高等教育出版》 (美)约翰·B·汤普逊著
Polity出版社2005年版，29.95美元 周运(编辑，北京)
这几年国内出版界比较热闹，集团化，搞合并，忙上市。外表光鲜，看内里，则是另一
番景象。因为出版业和其他行业比，待遇较低，结果进来的编辑...  

-----------------------------
数字化技术不断改变人与人交流的方式，同时数字浪潮对纸质图书出版产生了巨大影响
，在各种“印刷图书会消失”的言论下，作者指出，技术是一个重要角色，但它不是全
部。研究数字时代的图书出版，我们要将出版行业的发展放在一个更宽广的环境中进行
分析，因为经济、文化等也在影...  
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