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This anthology of critical writing on St. Nicholas includes the most influential articles
already published and newly commissioned essays on a variety of subjects, including
the impact of the St. Nicholas league, the utopian thrust of the magazine's fiction, and
how Dodge persuaded Kipling to become a children's writer. Essays also analyze
Dodge's relationship with her readers, her editorial practice, the illustrations, American
family life as seen by young British readers, war and military life, advertising, and the
middle class preoccupation with "change of fortune" tales. The work places St.
Nicholas in American cultural history, and analyzes how it both influenced and was
influenced over 30 years.
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