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The subject of semantics has been appropriated by various disciplines including
linguistic philosophy, logic, cognitive psychology, anthropological linguistics, and
computer technology. As a result, it is difficult to define the study of semantics as an
actual discipline without discovering what each field using a semantic approach to its
subject matter has contributed to the understanding of what words mean. This volume
is a result of those discoveries. Primarily an introductory work, this volume outlines the
approaches that various disciplines have taken to the subject, attempts to show their
relationships and their limitations, and presents the more important aspects of each
approach - from psychosemantics to artificial intelligence - using pertinent source
material from psychology, philosophy, logic, linguistics and sociology. For individuals
coming to the study of semantics for the first time, or those who are interested in what
the overall study may offer beyond their specialization, this volume should provide a
helpful overview of the subject.
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