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Poker is one of the hottest games in North America. From celebrity players to poker
professionals, poker has become a national obsession. The World Series of Poker
(WSOP) now has a $5 million first prize and totals nearly $50 million in overall prizes.
The WSOP is fervently watched by millions of players. Poker Television ratings are up
over 40% from 2003, and ESPN is planning to substantially increase its poker coverage
in 2005. With the cost of a deck of cards under a few dollars and the ability to play free
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games online, poker is one of the least expensive and most easily accessible games to
play. 60-70 million people play poker, making it one of the top games demographics in
America, according to Sports Illustrated.
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