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In A Common Faith, eminent American Philosophewohn Dewey calls for the
"emancipation of the true religious quality" from the heritage of dogmatism and
supernaturalism that he believes characterizes historical religions. He describes how a
depth of religious experience and the creative role of faith in generating experience can
produce meaning and value, and can be cultivated without making cognitive claims
that compete with scientific ones. What Dewey advocates is "faith in the common" as
the ground of meaning. In a new introduction, Dewey scholar Thomas Alexander
contextualizes the text for students and scholars by Rrovidmg an overview of Dewey
and his philosophy, key concepts in A Common Faitn, and reactions to the text.
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E R 18 B M PRI DRAL, ﬁi)ﬁ%%ﬁrelégiousﬁ%ﬂ%@, 521 attitudes that may
be taken toward every object and every proposed end or ideal, MPFIBRYfaithl2The
ideal ends that at a given time and place one acknowledges as having authority over
his volition and emotion, the values to which one is supremely devoted, as far as these
ends, through imagination, take on unitye
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