Sex and Character

Sex and Character FEipEREL

E%& Deborah D. Cole

HhizE:Haughton Publishing Company, Dallas , Texas
AR BT 78):1998

LM Textbook Binding

Isbn:9780914513506


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

Chapter 1: Sex, Love And Character
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The people's good is the highest law.

~Marcus Cicero, 106-43 B.C.

RANmEEER=RE] (AEEE, fHroal 106-43 4 )

How far would you go to do vvhatfyou know is right? Would you sacrifice something
important? Would you risk your life? Would you face being ridiculed and rejected?
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One person who understood the meaning of sacrifice was Norm Cadarette. In 1983 he
contracted HIV (the AIDS virus) from a blood transfusion during open heart surgery. He
did not find out until 1987 that he was infected.
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Norm knew that no truly safe measures existed to prevent the sexual transmission of

HIV and that he could infect his wife, Ginny, with AIDS, as long as they shared sexual

intimacy. He loved his wife very much, so he decided to give up having sex with her.

Ginny agreed with this decision. She knew that Norm loved her because he was willing

to set aside his desire for sex and put her first. After that they remained abstinent.
“True love will never put the object of that love at risk,” Norm said.
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The Cadarettes gave up physical intimacy, but they still enjoyed a happy, fulfilling
marriage. Sex had been only one part of their relationship. They were best friends and
shared intimately all the things that were in their hearts.
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The Cadarettes learned how true love responds when it confronts a deadly disease. As
a family with their daughter, Jennifer, they refused to focus on themselves and HIV.
Instead, Norm and Ginny talked with others about their marria%e and how they found
intimacy by being best friends. They spoke to as many as 150,000 people a year at
schools, colleges, churches, camps, and conferences, helping young people discover
what true love means.
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“What kids truly want is someone to share their heart with,” Ginny said, “andto be
a deep part of the other person.”
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Norm died on April 5, 1995.
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Norm Cadarette demonstrated what most people would call good character. When his
circumstances demanded it, he knew that the right ting to do and believed so much in
it that he actually did something about. He éave up the pleasure of sexual intimacy
with his wife to protect her from his deadly disease.
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