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Combining scientific knowledge with practical concerns, this comprehensive guide
provides a plethora of information on the broad class of diseases referred to by the
collective term hepatitis. With a view toward patient education, it discusses the history,
symptoms, cause and disease course of hepatitis? various forms. Covering Hepatitis A
and Hepatitis B as well as more recently discovered varieties, the text examines
immune system response to the disease and its effect on liver function. Non-infectious
causes such as metabolic disorders are also discussed. Practical information regarding
diagnostic laboratory and imaging tests as well as conventional and alternative
treatments is provided. The final chapter lists a variety of resources for anyone dealing
with the disease including books, CDC publications, hepatitis organizations and
foundations, drug treatment financial assistance and transplant information. An
extensive glossary of medical terms and an index are also included.
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