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First published in 1978, Barber's detailed and vivid study traces the events between
Philip IV's arrest of the Templars in 1307 and the burning of Jacques de Molay, Grand
Master of the Templars, at the stake in 1314. This detailed account examines the
motivation of the chief participants, the charges and the Order's defence, the role of
the papacy and the spread of persecution across Europe. Following a discussion of all
the evidence, Barber assesses the extent to which the charges of serious heresies were
justified. In this new edition of his classic account, Barber also discusses the trial in the
context of new work on the Crusades, heresy, the papacy and the French monarchy.
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