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Scholars agree that the "southern" culture of China, roughly identifiable with the state
of Chu during the period between 700 and 200 BC, is of great importance in the
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subsequent development Chinese culture. This book attempts a broad and in-depth
analysis of this state, tracing the evolution of the Chu from a vassal state of Zhou to its
rise and fall as a great hegemonic kingdom in the Warring States period and its
eventual resurgence in the early Han dynasty. A translation of the "Chu Silk
Manuscript", a document that has intrigued scholars since its discovery in Chansha, is
appended.
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