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When we think of Newport at the end of the nineteenth century, we think of life lived
large--big houses, big yachts, big money. But like the diversity of people found in any
waterfront town, there was a diversity of watercraft in Newport waters. In among the
yachts are found the workboats and other small craft. John Leavens took a look back
at the humble catboat and found a wealth of information about its origin, its builders,
and its owners. These small sailboats with their masts well forward served as fishing
boats, livery craft, and pleasure boats and were seen everywhere, it turns out, in
Newport waters. Combining years of research, conversations with waterfront habitues,
and a fine collection of period photographs, John brought together the full story of
Newport cats but passed away before it could be published.
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