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Book Description

While ancient Greek thought is widely acknowledged as the major source of political
ideals such as freedom and equality, ancient Greek practices including slavery, the
subordination of women, and imperialism have been condemned as undemocratic
and immoral. So is ancient Greek political thought still relevant today? In this
provocative and wide-ranging history, Ryan Balot shows what ancient Greek political
texts might mean to citizens of the twenty-first century.Balot centers his discussion on
Plato and Aristotle, the %reat political philosophers, but also considers an array of
poetic, historical, and philosophical texts in an effort to locate ancient Greek political
thought in its cultural context. His account shows both how the political thought of
Greece developed over time and how the characteristic Greek interest in political virtue
can still shape our thinking about politics today.

Review

"Balot has provided students with a carefully cleared path through several centuries of
thought about Greek politics." --Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"Balot's historical and narrative approach has the huge merit of combining ancient
context and modern relevance. Balot eavesdrops on Plato, Aristotle and their
forerunners and successors to bring us the hot political news. His lively brand of 'virtue
politics' should instruct the advanced undergraduate and graduate student audience
at which it is aimed, as well as refresh the parts of the established academy that drier
scholarship cannot reach. Written in an easy and attractive style, Greek Political
Thought promises to stimulate a vivacious dialogue between ancient and modern
political concerns." --Paul Cartledge, University of Cambridge

"This is a remarkable book, a work of exceptional erudition and insight. It supplies a
much needed survey of Greek political thought, but it is considerably more than an
accessible and trustworthy guide to the territory. Balot presents himself not as an
antiquarian chronicler but as an active interpreter, setting out the debates among the
texts of the Greek tradition as new resources for thinking about the ethics and politics
of our own time. Often controversial, but always scrupulous, Greek Political Thought
\é\mlllbe of great value to serious students at every level." --Stephen Salkever, Bryn Mawr
ollege
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Ryan K. Balot is Associate Professor of Classics at V\/ashm%ton University in St. Louis. He
specializes in Greek history and political thought, and is the author of Greed and
Injustice in Classical Athens (2001).
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