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Building on recent trends in the humanities and especially on scholarship done under
the rubric of cultural transfer, this volume emphasizes the processes by which
Americans took up, responded to, and transformed German cultural material for their
own purposes. The fourteen essays by scholars from the US and Germany treat such
topics as translation, the reading of German literature in America, the adaptation of
German ideas and educational ideals, the reception and transformation of European
genres of writing, and the status of the "German" and the "European" in celebrations of
American culture and criticisms of American racism. The volume contributes to the
ongoing re-conception of American culture as significantly informed by
non-English-speaking European cultures. It also participates in the efforts of historians
and literary scholars to re-theorize the construction of national cultures. Questions
regarding hybridity, cultural agency, and strategies of acculturation have long been at
the center of postcolonial studies, but as this volume demonstrates, these phenomena
are not merely operative in encounters between colonizers and colonized: they are
also fundamental to the early American reception and appropriation of German
cultural materials. Contributors: Hinrich C. Seeba, Eric Ames, Claudia Liebrand, Paul
Michael LA1/4tzeler, Kirsten Belgum, Robert C. Holub, Jeffrey Grossman, Jeffrey L.
Sammons, Linda Rugg, Gerhild Scholz Williams, Gerhard Weiss, Lorie Vanchena.Lynne
Tatlock is Hortense and Tobias Lewin Distinguished Professor in the Humanities and
Matt Erlin is Assistant Professor in the Department of Germanic Languages and
Literatures, both at Washington University in St. Louis.
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