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The relationship between Taiwan and China is a paradox. On the one hand, the two
economies are becoming increasingly integrated, as Taiwanese companies have come
to regard the mainland as the best place to manufacture their products and maintain
global competitiveness. On the other hand, the long-running and changing political
dispute between the two governments remains unresolved. Each side fears the
intentions of the other and is acquiring military capabilities to deter disaster. In its
pursuit of peace in the Taiwan Strait, the United States could get drawn into a war
between the two rivals. Richard C. Bush, whose career has been dedicated to
Taiwan-China issues, explores the conflicts between these nations and the difficulties
that must be resolved. Disagreements over sovereignty and security form the core of
the dispute. What would be the legal status and international role of the Taiwan
government in a future unified China? Given China's growing military power, how could
Taiwan feel secure? Complicating these issues are domestic politics and international
competition, as well as misperceptions on both sides. Thus multiple obstacles prevent
the two sides from even getting to the negotiating table, much less reaching a mutually
acceptable resolution. For reasons of policy and politics, the United States is
constrained from a central role. To begin with, it must provide China with some
reassurance about its policy in order to secure cooperation on foreign policy issues. At
the same time, it must bolster Taiwan's political confidence and military deterrence
while discouraging provocative actions. The arcane nature of this dispute severely
restricts the role of the United States as conflict mediator. But if there is to be any
solution to this conflict, the comprehensive analysis that this book provides will be
required reading for effective policy.
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标签

国际政治

台湾

中国

评论

论台湾问题是否有和平结局的可能；写到马英九当选前；读了第九第十一第十二章；现
在看来，关于中国的几乎实现了，而所谓台湾对于大陆皿煮化的空想看起来如此可笑
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书评

否认主权地位、威胁动武、吓阻发展国际关系，这一系列动作被台湾视作冒犯尊严，作
为回击，近一半的台湾人选择只认同台湾意识。明知合作对双方都有利，但彼此的不信
任是如此深刻，甘当囚徒困境的主角，或许不解开绳结才是最优的解决方案。  
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