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In the same tradition as Lincoln and the Second American Revolution and Drawn with
the Sword: Reflections on the Civil War, Pulitzer-prize winner James M. McPherson has
gathered an illuminating collection of essays that reflect his latest thinking on the Civil
War. Filled with new interpretations and fresh scholarship, these essays address many
of the most enduring questions and provocative debates about the Civil War. In some,
McPherson distills the wisdom of many years of teaching and writing about the
meaning of the war and about slavery and its abolition. In others, he makes use of
primary research that breaks new ground on such topics as Confederate military
strategy, foreign views of the war, soldiers and the press, the failure of peace
negotiations to end the war, and Southern efforts to shape a heroic memory of the war.
The selection will include several never-before-published essays, including one on
General Robert E. Lee's goals in the Gettysburg campaign, and another on Lincoln as
Commander-in-Chief. The book also features a typescript of McPherson's 2000
National Endowment for the Humanities Jefferson Lecture about Lincoln's legacy that
has never been published in its complete form. As a whole, these essays provide a rich
interpretive history of the Civil War and its meaning for America -- indeed for the world.
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