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At the genesis of the Republic of China in 1912, many political leaders, educators, and
social reformers argued that republican education should transform China's people
into dynamic modern citizens--social and political agents whose public actions would
rescue the national community. Over subsequent decades, however, they came to
argue fiercely over the contents of citizenship and how it should be taught. Moreover,
many of their carefully crafted policies and programs came to be transformed by
textbook authors, teachers, administrators, and students. Furthermore, the idea of
citizenship, once introduced, raised many troubling questions. Who belonged to the
national community in China, and how was the nation constituted? What were the best
modes of political action? How should modern people take responsibility for "public
matters"? What morality was proper for the modern public?

This book reconstructs civic education and citizenship training in secondary schools in
the lower Yangzi region during the Republican era. It also analyzes how students used

the tools of civic education infroduced in their schools to make themselves into young
citizens and explores the complex social and political effects of educated youths' civic
action.
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Itis a very thoughtful and solid historical research. Culp explains different arenas of
historical discourses and practice under the rubric of articulation. A reviewer said that
he has read thousands of textbooks and took many years to finish this book.



£/ —BEXAES, BEMEENERXE, FE-—SE0NHRERR, EAggetslX
BILRe —H EE RN 20s-30sAYH S LU FPRARIERRE, 53— HH, PlaEeEtF
ERkeypointNEIE? BREHEMEABIEL, RETSIBI912FE]1937TF BHIRE AR
BEREMRIE. FENR R G, NASFWAERER, SERCARIAKE "2
1, REREE. PEYNREIEPHAEAT IR NINREN @, SI—TEE
MR AN EHARBEMTER 7 AN E XTS5, 5818 “public 5 \
service” M “common good” ; BEZIAM T BET X ARFTAD AFmHIRE,

"Culp examines citizenship training in Republican-era secondary schools and argues
thatinstitutionalized student activism and exposure to calls for national salvation
prepared China's youth for future involvement in the Nationalist and Communist
Parties.”
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