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Going a%amst prevailing historical fashion, Sean Wilentz delivers a long, exhaustive
survey of political machinations, both grand and minute. Though he forays into social
and cultural history, the bulk of The Rise of American Democracy is a blow-by-blow
account of what happened in the corridors of young America with a "house divided."
Wilentz, author of Chants Democratic (1984) and professor of history and director of
the American studies program at Princeton University, tells this compelling story with
precision and poise, but reviewers question whetheranyone but scholars will slog
through the 1000-page tome. Within academic halls, at least, this impressive volume is
certainly eligible to be the definitive synthesis of the era.
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Robert Sean Wilentz is the Sidney and Ruth Lapidus Professor of History at Princeton
University, where he has taught since 1979.
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