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In 1939 the Jewish population of Romania exceeded 750,000: the third largest
concentration of Jews in Europe. By 1944, some 400,000 had disappeared. Another
150,000 Ukrainian Jews died at the hands of Romanian soldiers. In the quest for a "final
solution" Romania proved to be Hitler's most enthusiastic ally. In "The Silent
Holocaust", Butnaru, himself a survivor of the Romanian labor camps, provides a full
account and demonstrates that anti-Semitism was a central force in Romania's history.
He begins by examining the precarious status of Romanian Jewry in the years prior to
World War I. He then reviews the period to the establishment in September, 1940, of
the National Legionary State, a period when anti-Semitism became the unifying force
in politics. The remainder of the book covers the Holocaust years, and reveals that
Romania's premeditated mass murder of Jews was well underway before the Reich's
gas chambers became operational. "The Silent Holocause" should prove invaluable for
students of World War II, the Holocaust and Jewish and Eastern European studies.
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