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Recent reevaluations of Roman religion by ancient historians have stressed the vitality
and creativity of the Romans' religious system throughout its long history of continual
adaptation to new challenges. Capitalising on these insights, Denis Feeney argues that
Roman literature was not an artificial or parasitic irrelevance in this context, but an
important element of the dynamic religious culture, with its own status as another
form of religious knowledge. Since Roman culture, both literary and religious, was so
thoroughly Hellenised, the book also makes a case for a reconsideration of the
traditional antitheses between Greek and Roman literature and religion, arguing
against Hellenocentric prejudices and in favour of a more creative model of cultural
interaction.
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