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The brutal conditions and inhuman treatment of African-Americans in Southern
prisons has been immortalized in blues songs and in such movies as Cool Hand Luke.
Now, drawing on police and prison records and oral histories, David M. Oshinsky
presents an account of Mississippi's notorious Parchman Farm; what it tells us about
our past is well worth remembering in a nation deeply divided by race. Two 8-page
photo inserts.
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David M. Oshinsky (born 1944) is a Pulitzer Prize-winning American historian; he
currently holds the Jack S. Blanton chair in history at the University of Texas at Austin
and is a distinguished scholar in residence at New York University.
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A prison farm is a large correctional facility where penal labor convicts are put to
economical use in a farm' (in the wide sense of a productive unit), usually for manual
labour, largely in open air, such as in agriculture, logging, quarrying, etc.Its his...
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