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A topical presentation of firsthand accounts from some of the thousands of army and
navy nurses who served both stateside and overseas during World War II, this book
tells the stories of the brave women who used any and all resources to save as many
lives as possible. Although military nurses could have made more money as civilians,
thousands chose to leave the warmth and security of home to care for the young men
who went off to war. They were not saints but vibrant women whose performance
changed the face of both military and civilian nursing. Jackson's account follows both
army and navy nurses from the time they joined the military, through their active
service, to their lives today. The jobs done by military nurses were valuable and varied.
Some worked in clean stateside hospitals. Some found themselves nursing in tents or
bombed-out buildings. Others entered hospitals so recently occupied by Axis forces
that Nazi propaganda still covered the walls. While often treating ordinary accidents
and illnesses, they were responsible for men with wounds so disfiguring that it took all
of their willpower to maintain the hopeful attitude that the men so desperately
required. From the humorous account of a nurse in her forties, who joined the war
effort despite the smirks of those much younger, to the sorrow shared when men and
women were separated and became prisoners of war, these are the stories of women
who lived under extraordinary circumstances in an amazing time, women who, even
today, bear emotional scars along with their lasting pride.
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