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Rees, the Jerusalem bureau chief for Time magazine, tells the stories of individuals to
illustrate larger truths about Israeli and Palestinian societies, and how each is at war
not only with its enemies, but with itself. The internal rifts, Rees says, impede the
chances for a peaceful resolution to the ongoing conflict. He suggests they are also the
reason Westerners and other outsiders cannot offer viable solutions. Each chapter
concentrates on one or two people, based on Rees's interviews with major figures and
everyday citizens on both sides, to reveal the chaos at the heart of the war.
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