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In an engaging, revisionist study, John M. Carroll argues that in the century after the
Opium War, Hong Kong's colonial nature helped create a local Chinese business elite.

By the end of the nineteenth century, the colonial government saw Chinese
businessmen as allies in establishing Hong Kong as a commercial center. The idea of a
commercially vibrant China united them. Chinese and British leaders cooperated on
issues of mutual concern, such as the expansion of capitalism and political and
economic directions for an ailing China.

These Chinese also found opportunities in the colonial system to develop business
and commerce. In doing so, they used Hong Kong's strategic position to underscore
their own identity as a distinctive group unlike their mainland counterparts.
Nationalism took on a specifically Hong Kong character. At the same time, by
contributing to imperial war funds, organizing ceremonies for visiting British royalty,
and attending imperial trade exhibitions, the Chinese helped make Hong Kong an
active member of the global British Empire.

In Edge of Empires, Carroll situates Hong Kong squarely within the framework of both
Chinese and British colonial history, while exploring larger questions about the
meaning and implications of colonialism in modern history.
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John M. Carroll is Professor of History at University of Hong Kong.
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书评

看到今天誠哥的廣告，又想起這本書，類似的香港史研究著作已經很明白的揭示了香港
社會的形成過程與運作機制。最近的事情既是新聞也非新聞，回頭看看歷次香港社會面
臨危機的時刻，類似今天署名「一個香港市民」的這個階層在其中的影響不容小覷。時
移勢遷，在一片唱衰的聲音中，...  
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