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The official establishment of the State of Israel in May 1948 constituted the realization
of the Zionist vision, but military victory left in its wake internal and external survival
issues that would threaten this%istoric achievement for decades to come. The refusal
of the international community to recognize the political, geographic, and
demographic results of the War of Independence presented Israel with a permanent
regional security threat, while isolating and alienating it in the international arena. One
of the most formidable problems Israeli foreign policy faced was the stance of the
Christian world toward the new state Attitudes ranged from hostility and categorical
non-recognition by the Catholic Church, through Protestant ambivalence, to
Evangelical support. "Cross on the Star of David" presents the first scholarly analysis,
based on newly declassified documents, of Israeli policymaking on this issue. Uri Bialer
focuses on the impact that modes of thinking rooted in the historical tradition of
Jewish-Christian interactions had on Israeli policymakers and concludes that they
were notinnocent of the perceptions and biases that influenced the Christian world's
behaviour toward Israel. The result is a fine-grained, original interpretation of an
important dimension of Israeli foreign policy from the founding of the State to the 1967
War. Uri Bialer is Professor of International Relations at Hebrew University. He is the
author of "Oil and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1948-1963" (Macmillan, 1999) and "Between
East and West: Israel's Foreign Policy Orientation, 1948-1956". He is a member of the
editorial board of Israel Studies.
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