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Americanisation--the cultural, political and economic influence of the USA--has played
an important role in the Shaping of modern Europe. This has been the case from the
19th century, when new and old worlds were negotiating fundamental issues such as
race and empire, to the 20th century, when mass media communications intensified
and reconfigured the transatlantic relationship. Developments since the Cold War,
including the September 11th attacks and the second Gulf War, have made this
process ever more globally complex, contested and relevant. This textbook offers
students an interdisciplinary and theoretically informed understanding of the cultural
processes of Americanisation. Designed with classroom use in mind, it provides a
number of different routes into the debates and problems surrounding the notion of
Americanisation. The editors' introduction offers an accessible in-depth survey of the
theoretical questions and is followed by two chapters which present responses to
contemporary Americanisation. Subsequent chapters are focused on specific case
studies and are grouped in the following themed sections: * Histories * Cultural
Geographies * Popular Music * Literary Narratives * Mass Media * Visual and Material
Culture Each chapterincludes teaching points addressed to students and a guide to
further reading. The editors' conclusion considers the key contemporary question of
Americanisation in relation to globalisation. Key Features: *The first student-friendly
introduction to the Americanisation of European culture *Includes chapters on music,
art, film and literature *Considers the cultural, political and economic of influence of
the USA on Europe *Can be read as a linear narrative or used as a sourcebook from
which key case studies can be selected for study
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