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For two weeks in 1861, Washington, D.C., was locked in a state of panic. Would the
newly formed Confederate States of America launch its first attack on the Union by
capturing the nations capital? Would Lincolns Union fall before it had a chance to
fight? Wedged between Virginia and Marylandtwo states bordering on
secessionWashington was isolated; its communications lines were cut, its rail lines
blocked. Newly recruited volunteers were too few and were unable to enter the city. A
recently inaugurated Lincoln struggled to form a plandefense or attack? In this final
chapter of his trilogy on the Civil War, David Detzer pulls the drama from this pivotal
moment in American history strai%ht from the pages of diaries, letters, and
newspapers. With an eye for detail and an ear for the voices of average citizens, he
beautifully captures the tense, miasmic atmosphere of these first chaotic days of war.
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