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The sixth volume of The New Cambridge Medieval History covers the fourteenth
century, a period dominated by plague, other natural disasters and war which brought
to an end three centuries of economic growth and cultural expansion in Christian
Furope, but one which also saw important developments in government, religious and
intellectual life, and new cultural and artistic patterns. Part | sets the scene by
discussion of general themes in the theory and practice of government, religion, social
and economic history, and culture. Part Il 'deals with the individual histories of the
states of western Europe; Part [ll with that of the Church at the time of the Avignon
papacy and the Great Schism; and Part IV with eastern and northern Europe,
Byzantium and the early Ottomans, givin%particular attention to the social and
economic relations with westerners and those of other civilisations in the
Mediterranean.
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