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Burns stresses the importance of the region's institutions in shaping its history, and
%ives due attention to the 19th century, often a "forgotten century" compared with the
6th or 20th. As a Brazilianist, Burns gives better coverage of that major country than
does any other text, without slightm Spanish America. The author's prose, while not

exactly scintillating, is clear and readable, and his quietly humanistic values further
heighten our interest. Drawbacks: reduced coverage of pre-19th century period; little
citation of primary sources; and a Eerfunctory stab at incorporating work on women's
history. Used this book as textbook in my Latin American history class. It's a definitive
narrative of Latin American history.
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