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Beginning with a discussion of familiarimages of the French Revolution, garnered from
Dickens, Baroness Orczy, and Tolstoy, as well as the legends of let them eat cake, and
tricolours, Doyle leads the reader to the realization that we are still living with
developments and consequences of the French Revolution such as decimalization,
and the whole ideolo%y of human rights. Continuing with a brief survey of the old
regime and how it collapsed, Doyle continues to ellucidate how the revolution
happened: why did the revolutionaries quarrel with the king, the church and the rest of
Furope, why this produced Terror, and finally how it accomplished rule by a general.
The revolution destroyed the age-old cultural, institutional and social structures in
France and beyond. This book [ooks at how the ancien regime became ancien as well
as examining cases in which achievement failed to match ambition. Doyle explores the
legacy of the revolution in the form of rationality in public affairs and responsible
government, and finishes his examination of the revolution with a discussion as to why
It has been so controversial.
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SBE1/ARIEIAEE 7o o [IMHO not soc%ood as a historical narrative, but in general
thought-provocative and serves as a good history of ideas and social transformation.

The author manages to strike a good balance between chronological and synthesizing
approaches to a vast topic within a very short span of pages.
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Well written. Clear and precise.
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