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A master practitioner gives us an entertaining tour of the historian's workshop and a
spirited defense of the search for historical truth. E. H. Carr's What Is History? , a classic
introduction to the field, may now give way to a worthy successor. In his compact,
intriguing survey, Richard J. Evans shows us how historians manage to extract meaning
from the recalcitrant past. To materials that are frustratingly meager, or
overwhelmingly profuse, they bring an array of tools that range from agreed-upon rules
of documentation and powerful computer models to the skilled investigator's sudden
insight, all employed with the aim of reconstructing a verifiable, usable past. Evans
defends this commitment to historical knowledge from the attacks of postmodernist
critics who see all judgments as subjective. Evans brings "a remarkable range, a nose
for the archives, a taste for controversy, and a fluent pen" ( The New Republic ) to this
splendid work. "Essential reading for coming generations."-Keith Thomas
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理查德-艾文斯(Richard
J．Evans)，当代杰出的历史学家，剑桥大学近现代史钦定讲座教授。著作等身，曾获
多种奖项与奖励。在迄今为止他出版的近二十本著作中，影响最大的书当属Deathin
Hamburg：SocietyandPolitics the Choler a Yearsl830-1910(Oxford，1987)，InHitler's
Shadow：WestGermanHistorians andtheAttempttoEscapefrom the NaziPast(New
York，1989)，Rituals ofRetribution(Oxford，1996)，Talesfrom the German
Underworld(New Haven and London，1998)，The ThirdReich in
Powerl933-1939(London and NewYork，2005)等。
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评论

把史学理论的若干观点（尤其涉及后现代主义）梳理得非常清晰。史学理论是很容易写
得boring的话题，埃文斯却写得可读性很强。不过他很真是不怕得罪人，相当毒舌。。
。对后现代主义一些极端观点的批评，十分令人愉悦

-----------------------------
It is my profession, and my belief. "it really happened, and we really can, if we are very
scrupulous and careful and self-critical, find out how it happened and reach some
tenable though always less than final conclusions about what it all meant. "
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-----------------------------
就像有的高数题“这也要证明”一样，我不明白一个很浅显的道理为什么要花一本书来
讲？！

-----------------------------
这本书是读完后，又帮张老师校对了翻译

-----------------------------
读罢 G.R. Elton 和 E.H. Carr 后可读这本...

-----------------------------
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书评

Evans是个喜欢文字仗的人，这本书就是他挑起江湖恩怨的力作
几个不错的章节，第四，第五，我觉得挠到痒处了，其他几处，不是卡尔就是艾尔顿，
不是怀特，就是Telling the
truth，还有詹金斯啊，卡瓦拉啊，这种高密度的引用，误读且不算（肯定有的），Eva
ns妄想把两派势力一桶糨...  

-----------------------------
晕晕乎乎地看完了，不得不承认，历史学本身又是非常高深的。
到头来不知道自己有什么体会，大概就是，历史的客观事实是可以得到的（虽然并不全
面，但材料的限制足以让史学家构筑基本轮廓）；材料对比及解释是有必要的，而且从
各个角度都是有必要的；历史学家的根本任务在于解释...  
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