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Two centuries after their expedition awoke the nation both to the promise and to the
disquiet of the vast territory out west, Lewis and Clark still stir the imagination, and
their adventure remains one of the most celebrated and studied chapters in American
history. This volume explores the legacy of Lewis and Clark's momentous journey and,
on the occasion of its bicentennial, considers the impact of their westward expedition
on American culture. Approaching their subject from many different
Eerspectives——literature, history, women's studies, law, medicine, and environmental
istory, among others--the authors chart shifting attitudes about the explorers and
theirjournals, together creating a compelling, finely detailed picture of the
"interdisciplinary intrigue" that has always surrounded Lewis and Clark's
accomplishment. This collection is most remarkable for its insights into ongoing
debates over the relationships between settler culture and aboriginal peoples, law and
land tenure, manifest destiny and westward expansion, as well as over the character of
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Sacagawea, the expedition's vision of nature, and the interpretation and preservation
of the Lewis and Clark Trail.
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