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" ""The [Bush] administration has squandered the opportunity to eliminate al
Qaeda...A new al Qaeda has emerged and is grovvm% stronger, in part because of our
own actions and inactions. Itis in many ways a tougher opponent than the original
threat we faced before September 11, and we are not doing what is necessary to make
America safe from that threat."" No one has more authority to make that claim than
Richard Clarke, the former counterterrorism czar for both Bill Clinton and George W.
Bush. The one person who knows more about Usama bin Laden and al Qaeda than
anyone else in this country, he has devoted two decades of his professional life to
combating terrorism. Richard Clarke served seven presidents and worked inside the
White House for George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush until he resigned
in March 2003. He knows, better than anyone, the hidden successes and failures of the
Clinton years. He knows, better than anyone, why we failed to prevent 9/11. He knows,
better than anyone, how President Bush reacted to the attack and what happened
behind the scenes in the dags that followed. He knows whether or not Irag presented a
terrorist threat to the United States and whether there were hidden costs to the
invasion of that country.
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Richard A. Clarke was appointed by President Clinton as the first National Coordinator
for Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Counter-terrorism in May 1998, and
continued in that position under George W. Bush. Until March 2003 he was a career
member of the Senior Executive Service, having begun his federal service in 1973 in the
Office of the Secretary of Defense as an analyst on nuclear weapons and European
security issues. In the Rea%an Administration, Mr. Clarke was the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Intelligence. In the first Bush Administration, he was the Assistant
Secretary of State for Politico-Military Affairs and then a member of his NSC Staff. He
served for ei%htyears as a Special Assistant to President Clinton and served as National
Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism for both President Clinton and
President George W. Bush. From 2001 to 2003, he was the Special Advisor to the
President for Cyberspace Security and Chairman of the President's Critical
Infrastructure Protection Board. He is now chairman of Good Harbor Consulting. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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