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Since its violent dissolution in 1521, the Aztec Empire of Mexico has continually
intrigued us. Recent discoveries resulting from the excavation of the Templo Mayor in
the heart of Mexico City have taught us even more about this fascinating culture. The
increasing recognition that the achievements of Mesoamerican civilizations were
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among the most sophisticated of the ancient world has led to a demand for
introductions to the basic methods and theories of scholars working throughout the
region. Handbook to Life in the Aztec World gathers the results from recent
archaeological discoveries and scholarly research into a single accessible volume.
Organized thematically, the handbook covers all aspects of life in the Aztec world:
Mesoamerican civilizations and Aztec archeology; evolution of Aztec civilization;
geography of the Aztec world; society and government; religion, cosmology, and
mythology; funerary beliefs and customs; Aztec art; Aztec architecture; Nahuatl
literature; the calendar, astronomy, and mathematics; economy, industry, and trade;
daily life; the Aztec after conquest and today. Each chapter includes an extensive
bibliography, and more than 165 original line drawings, photographs, and maps
complement the text. Handbook to Life in the Aztec World provides all the essential
information required by anyone interested in Aztec history or culture.
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