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The National Book Award Winner for 1991 in America

a magisterial work that traces the history of the Western world's most cherished value.
The first history of freedom from ancient to modern times, this book links the birth of
freedom in primitive societies with the institution of slavery.

From Publishers Weekly

How did freedom--personal, civic and political--become such a powerful value in the
Western world? According to this groundbreaking study, the interaction among
masters, slaves, serfs and native nonslaves in ancient times gave rise to both the
concept of freedom and a commitment to it. Harvard sociology professor Patterson
argues that male, small-time farmers, through their relations with large-scale,
slaveholding counterparts, gave birth to civic freedom as a value. He further contends
that it was women who invented the ideal of personal freedom, which was closely
linked to justice, and being true to oneself and to "significant others.” Challenging
conventional readings of the so-called Dark Ages, Patterson holds that chords of
freedom resounded throu%h the medieval period. First half of a projected two-volume
opus, this intellectually rich work redefines a whole field of inquiry as it ranges over
Greek tragedy and philosophy, Roman history, the emergence of Christianity, and
medieval secular and religious thought.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

From Library Journal

Patterson, a Harvard sociologist, argues that the idea of freedom is the supreme value
in the Western world and increasingly so in the rest of the world. This book, the first of a
projected two-volume inquiry, seeks to answer the question of how it became such a
powerful and popularvalue. His basic thesis is that freedom as a value derived from
the experience of slavery in the ancient world. He then traces the fate of the idea of
freedom in the Roman empire, during the rise of Christianity, and in the Middle Ages.
He further distinguishes between personal, sovereign, and civic freedom and analyzes
the potential evils in each of these freedoms; e.g., personal liberty has led to unbridled
capitalism, sovereign freedom to dictatorship, and civic freedom to the oppression of
minorities. This is a scholarly treatise, but given the importance of the subject, it is
highly recommended for public as well as academic libraries.

- Jeffrey R. Herold, Bucyrus P.L., Ohio

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.
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Orlando Patterson, a historical and cultural sociologist, is John Cowles Professor of
Sociology at Harvard University. His academic interests include the culture and
practice of freedom; the comparative study of slavery and ethno-racial relations; the
sociology of underdevelopment with special reference to the Caribbean; and the
problems of gender and familial relations in the black societies of the Americas. He is
especially interested in the ways that cultural processes relate to poverty and other
social outcomes. Professor Patterson is the author of numerous academic papers and



5 major academic books including, Slavery and Social Death (1982); Freedom in the
Making of Western Culture (1991); and The Ordeal of Integration (1997) A public
intellectual, Professor Patterson was, for eight years, Special Advisor for Social policy
and development to Prime Minister Michael Manley of Jamaica. He was a founding
member of Cultural Survival, one of the leading advocacy groups for the rights of
indigenous peoples, and was for several years a board member of Freedom House, a
major civic organization for the promotion of freedom and democracy around the
world. The author of three novels, he has published widely in journals of opinion and
the national press, especially the New York Times, where he was recently a guest
columnist for several weeks. His columns have also appeared in Time Magazine,
Newsweek, The Public Interest, The New Republic, and the Washington Post. He is the
recipient of many awards, including the National Book Award for Non-Fiction which he
won in 1991 for his book on freedom; the Distinguished Contribution to Scholarship
Award of the American Sociological Association; and co-winner of the Ralph Bunche
Award for the best book on Eluralism from the American Political Science Association.
He holds honorary degrees from several universities, including the University of
Chicago, U.C.LLA and La Trobe University in Australia. He was awarded the Order of
Distinction by the Government of Jamaica in 1999. Professor Patterson has been a
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences since 1991.
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