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From its violent beginnings in the spring of 1919, the impulse of Italian Fascism was to
silence opposition, through intimidation or coercion. Fascism's first spectacular event
was the destruction of a newspaper office: the Socialist newspaper of which Mussolini
had been editor until 1915. In power Mussolini inherited established practices of
censorship which came to be extended to school reform, media regulation and
innovative cultural policy. Mussolini's first press officer, when he fell from grace, spent
years in prison and internal exile. Over the twenty years in power the Prime Minister's
Press Office developed into an independent industry, first presided over by Mussolini's
son-in-law, Galeazzo Ciano, becoming in 1937 the world's first Ministry for Popular
Culture. (Ciano was shot as a traitor in 1944). Censorship and Common Sense in Fascist
Italy, 1922-43 tells the stories of policy makers and implementers, and of the ordinary
people caught up in its machinations, whether as eager supporters or as victims.
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