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This is a title about Soweto from inside and out. It is an effort to mark a century since
the first forced removals of black Africans from central Johannesburg to the banks of
the Klipspruit River. It is also in recognition of the limited books available on a
world-famous city. Soweto's huge growth came in the post-war decades. One famous
resident Walter Sisulu believed that the country's modern history is impossible to
separate from that of its most famous township. 'The history of South Africa cannot be
understood outside the history of Soweto the development of the township, and the
trials and tribulations of its people are a microcosm of the history of this country.' The
township became a focus of world attention in 1976 during bloody repression of
student protests, and again during the violence of the Eighties. This title is a
companion to a collection of journalists' stories about Johannesburg that was
published in 2002.
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