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Many people assume that eugenics all but disappeared with the fall of Nazism, but as
this sweeping history demonstrates, the idea of better breeding had a wide and
surprising reach in the United States throughout the twentieth century. With an original
emphasis on the American West, "Eugenic Nation" brings to light many little-known
facts - for example, that one-third of the involuntary sterilizations in this country
occurred in California between 1909 and 1979 - as it explores the influence of eugenics
on phenomena as varied as race-based intelligence tests, school segregation, tropical
medicine, the Border Patrol, and the environmental movement. "Eugenic Nation”
begins in the 1900s, when influential California eugenicists molded an extensive
agenda of better breeding for the rest of the country. The book traces hereditarian
theories of sex and gender to the culture of conformity of the 1950s and moves to the
1960s, arguing that the liberation movements of that decade emerged in part as a
challenge to policies and practices informed by eugenics.
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