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The Muslim-led Panthay Rebellion was one of five mid-nineteenth-century rebellions
to threaten the Chinese imperial court. The Chinese Sultanate begins by contrasting
the views of Yunnan held by the imperial center with local and indigenous
perspectives, in particular looking at the strong ties the Muslim Yunnanese had with
Southeast Asia and Tibet. Traditional interﬁretations of the rebellion there have
emphasized the political threat posed by the Muslim Yunnanese, but no prior study
has sought to understand the insurrection in its broader muti-ethnic borderland
context. Atits core, the book delineates the escalating govem ment support of
premeditated massacres of the Hui by Han Chinese and offers the first in-depth
examination of the seventeen-year-long rule of the Dali Sultanate.
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Panthay Rebellion as a Yunnan (and Hui) rather than Muslim political action. Good
narrative and analysis, but gets repetitive and obsessive with details at times. |
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