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Regarded as one of the foremost thinkers in postwar Japan, Takeuchi Yoshimi
(1910-1977) questioned traditional Japanese thought and radically reconfigured an
understanding of the subject's relationship to the world. His works were also central in
drawing Japanese attention to the problems inherent in western colonialism and to
the culturalimportance of Asia, especially China. Takeuchi's writings synthesized
philosophy, literature, and histor%, focusing not simply on Japan and the West but
rather on the triangular relationship between Japan, the West, and China. This book,
which represents the first appearance of Takeuchi's essays in English translation,
explores Japanese modernity, literature, and nationalism as well as Chinese
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intellectual history. Takeuchi's research demonstrates how Asians attempted to make
sense of European modernity without sacrificing their own cultural histories. An
authentic method of modernity for Asia, Takeuchi concludes, needs to stress
difference and plurality as opposed to the homogenizing force of westernization.
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"..they see reality as something substantial, the infinite approach to which is scientific
and rational. And indeed it is scientific and rational. It is simply that this science and
rationalism belong entirely to the slave."<--IH#& /A J7 A !
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“One mustriskone” slife for true independence -+ one must endure the pain of
‘being awakened
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