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Spanning more than 2,500 years in the history of art, this book demonstrates how the
rise and diffusion of the science of optics in ancient Greece and the Mediterranean
world correlated to pictorial illusion in the development of Western painting from
Hellenistic Greece to the present. The spread of understanding of how light is
transmitted, reflected, and refracted is evident in the works of artists such as
Brunelleschi, van Eyck, Alberti, and Leonardo. The interplay between optics and
painting that influenced the course of Western art, Summers says, persisted as a
framework for the realism of Caravaggio, Rembrandt, and Goya and continues today in
modern photography and film. With 12 color and 79 b&w illus.
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