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Young Dr. Bromgard has come to a small country town to assume a new practice. No
sooner has he arrived than he receives word that a colleague, Dr. Polyakov, has fallen
gravely ill. Before Bromgfard can go to hisfriend’ s aid, Pol%akov is brought to his
practice in the middle of the night with a self-inflicted gunshot wound, and, barely
conscious, gives Bromgard his journal before dying. What Bromgard uncovers in the
entries is Polyakov’ s uncontrollable and merciless descent into morphine addiction
— his first injection to ease his backfpam, the thrill of the drug as it overtakes him, the
looming signs of addiction, and the feverish final entries before his death.

TFENA:

Mikhail Bulgakov (1891-1940) was a Russian author and playwright — one of the few
writers allowed toTpublish during the Stalin era. His works include The Master and
Margarita, Heart of a Dog, and the biography, Life of Mr. de Moliere.

Hugh Aplin has translated works by Mikhail Bulgakov, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Ivan
Turgenev, and Anton Chekhov.
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Fabulouslg dark. Dreadfully depressing but almost educational. A very short story
excellent for people who would like to/should know more about addiction and drugs
(aka everyone). So easy to start, so hard to quit. Sometimes the hard truth works better
than limited access in making someone not to do something.
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