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Composed in his famously witty style, yet succinct to the point of sharpness, this is one
of A.J.P. Taylor's best-known books, and is a notoriously idiosyncratice work written
during the last days of the Second World War,
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The history of the Germans is a history of extremes. It contains everything except
moderation, and in the course of a thousand years the Germans have experienced
everything except normality. They have dominated Europe, and they have been the
helpless victims of the domination of others; they have enjoyed liberties unparalleled
in Europe and they have fallen victim to despotisms equally without parallel; they have
produced the most transcendental philosophers, the most spiritual musicians, and the
most ruthless and unscrupulous politicians.  ‘German’ has meant at one moment a
bem%so sentimental, so trusting, so pious, as to be too good for this world; and at
another a being so brutal, so unprincipled, so degraded, as to be not fit to live. Both
descriptions are true: both types of German have existed not only at the same epoch,
but in the same person. Only the normal person, not particularly good, not particularly
bad, healthy, sane, moderate — he has never set his stamp on German history.
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