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Raymond Wacks' new book on Privacy and Media Freedom ... is not only genuinely
comparative in its survey of the legal protection currently afforded privacy in a range of
jurisdictions but also includes a useful discussion of the value of privacy... It offers a
refreshing mixture of clear, precise analysis and vigorously argued, sometimes
contentious, opinion. Megan Richardson, JML This is a lovely book. It is both eminently
readable but also extremely detailed in its legal and philosophical discourse on privacy
and defamation. Ursula Smartt, Entertainment Law Review [T]his book provides an
interesting insight into the right of privacy in the media. Laura Linkomies, Privacy Law
and Business [R]enowned law scholar and privacy expert Raymond Wacks shines light
on the complex conflict between privacy and freedom of expression. Taking the
phone-hacking scandal as a starting point, he offers a comprehensive legal perspective
and helps us navigate through the various traditions, interpretations and practices of
privacy law. He traces the historic emergence of privacy norms, discusses recent
changes in privacy protection in the English law, addresses different levels of
jurisdiction (the national as well as the European Union level), and considers trends
including the unprecedented collection and storage of data in digital environments
Privacy and Media Freedom manages what few academic books accomplish: it
intervenes in a current political and social debate [T]his book is a valuable and timely
contribution to the post-Leveson debate. Arne Hintz, Times Higher Education
Supplement What is privacy? [This] question is infused with a much-needed dosage of
urgency in Privacy and Media Freedom. In it, author Raymond Wacks, Emeritus
Professor of Law and Legal Theory at the University of Hong Kong, tackles the
feverishly au-courant subject of privacy. He approaches the topic from a legal,
sociological and historical perspective, focusing on the laws in Britain, with some
discussion of US privacy law as well ... The book comfortably pivots between academic
legalese, replete with contrasted court cases and judicial and obiter dicta - to the sort
of thoughtful, elegant prose and socially contextual writing one might find in the New
Yorker ... with engaging observations, and legal ammunition, it's well worth the wade
in. One needn't be involved in legal work or study to benefit from the read. Shana Ting
Lipton, The Huffington Post Blog The book builds on Wack's impressive body of earlier
works, including The Protection of Privacy , Personal Information: Privacy and Law and
Press Freedom. And as with earlier texts, it offers a refreshing mixture of clear, precise
analysis and vigorously argued, sometimes contentious, opinion. Megan Richardson,
Journal of Media Law Wacks' book makes a timely and important contribution to the
muddy and contentious area of privacy law. Dr Melissa de Zwart, Media and Arts Law
Review.
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Raymond Wacks is Emeritus Professor of Law and Legal Theory. He has published
numerous articles on various aspects of law and jurisprudence in leading scholarly
journals and his books include Understanding Jurisprudence: An Introduction to Legal
Theory (3rd ed, 2012), Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (2006), and Law: A
Very Short Introduction (2008). Professor Wacks has been a leading authority on the
legal protection of privacy for almost four decades. His major works in this field are The
Protection of Privacy, the first book on the subject in England (1980); Personal
Information: Privacy and the Law (1989); Privacy, a two-volume collection of essays
(1993); Privacy and Press Freedom (1995) and Privacy: A Very Short Introduction (2010).
Professor Wacks is a former chairman of the privacy committee of the Law Reform
Commission of Hong Kong, and was a member of the statutory Personal Data (Privacy)
Advisory Committee.
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